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PARKS AND RECREATION 
COMMISSION MEETING 

Wednesday, September 9, 2026 
Forest Grove City Hall, Forest Room 

1924 Council Street, 2nd Floor 
7:00am 

 

Joe Offer, Chairperson 
Mallory Hiefield, Vice Chairperson  

Tom Robinson 
Mackenzie Johnston Carey 
Glenn VanBlarcom 
Lauren Miller 
Ben Burns 

 Kylie Thompson 
Linda Harrington, FGSD Liaison 
Julian Garfias, Student Advisor 
Mike Marshall, Council Liaison 

 
Zoom Webinar: 

Link: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89866893885?pwd=l73XJ2oZkk5qdCDHuBcDHp65TsnlhH.1 
Meeting ID: 898 6689 3885 

Passcode: 694314  
A. Call to Order 

 1. Welcome guest(s) 

B. Public Comment Time provided for anyone wishing to speak to the Commission. In the 
interest of time, please limit comments to two minutes. 

C. Consent Agenda: Items under the Consent Agenda are considered routine and will all be 
adopted with a single motion, without separate discussion. Councilors who wish to remove 
an item from the Consent Agenda may do so prior to the motion. Any item(s) removed will 
be discussed and acted upon following the approval of the remaining item(s). 

 1. Approve Parks & Recreation Commission meeting minutes from August 12, 2026. 

D. Additions/Deletions 

E. Guest 

 1. Forest Grove Veteran Action Network & PLACE - Veterans Military & Tribute Park 
Presentation 

F. Discussion/Decision Items  

G. Parks, Recreation, Open Spaces & Trails (PROST!) Master Plan Project Report 

 1. Update 

H. Council Liaison Report (Councilor Marshall)  
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I. School District Representative Report (Linda Harrington)  

J. Student Advisor Report (Julian Garfias) 

K. Commission Communications (Mallory Hiefield)  

L. Staff Communications  

 1. Department Report 

M. Announcement of Next Meeting  

 1. Wednesday, October 14, 2026, at 7:00am in the Forest Room, Forest Grove City Hall, 
second floor, 1924 Council St., Forest Grove, OR. 

N. Adjournment 

O. Post Meeting Optional Police Facility Tour 

  

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Notice: The City of Forest Grove will make reasonable 
accommodations for participation in the meeting. Requests for assistance can be made by 
contacting the City Recorder’s Office, 503-992-3235,  mwoods@forestgrove-or.gov, at least 48-
hours in advance of the meeting.  
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Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting 

Wednesday, August 12, 2026 
Forest Grove City Hall Forest Room, 1924 Council St. 

 
Minutes are unofficial until approved by the B/C. 

  
A. CALL TO ORDER:  

  
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 a.m. by Joe Offer, Chairperson of the Parks 
and Recreation Commission. Linda Harrington introduced herself as the newly 
appointed FGSD Liaison, replacing Peter Truax. Welcome Linda! 

  
 ROLL CALL: Joe Offer, Chairperson; Mallory Hiefield, Vice-Chairperson; Tom 

Robinson; Lauren Miller; Ben Burns; Kylie Thompson; Mackenzie Johnston Carey; 
Glenn VanBlarcom; Linda Harrington, FGSD Liaison; Julian Garfias, Student 
Advisor; Mike Marshall, Council Liaison 

 ABSENT: none 
 STAFF PRESENT: Anne Lane, Parks & Recreation Director; Cody Jeffers, 

Recreation Coordinator; Sherri Mead, Aquatics Supervisor; Tom Martin, Parks 
Supervisor; Melissa Williams, Administrative Specialist II 

 ABSENT: none 
  

B. PUBLIC COMMENT: none 
  

C. CONSENT AGENDA: 
  

 a. Approve Parks & Recreation Commission meeting minutes of May 13, 2026. 
  
 MOTION: Lauren Miller moved to approve minutes from May 13, 2026, meeting. 

Mallory Hiefield seconded. MOTION CARRIED unanimously. 
  

D.  ADDITIONS/DELETIONS: none 
  

E.  DISCUSSION/DECISION ITEMS: 
 

 1. 2026 remaining meeting schedule – September 9, October 14, November 11, 
December 9: discussion was held surrounding upcoming meetings and what 
members were going to be available. After discussion, Joe Offer moved, and Glenn 
VanBlarcom seconded to keep all meetings except November 11 as that is a staff 
holiday. MOTION CARRIED unanimously. 
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F. PARKS, RECREATION, OPEN SPACES & TRAILS (PROST!) MASTER PLAN 

PROJECT REPORT (CODY JEFFERS):  
 

 Virtual presentation by consultant: Megan Young with Matrix Consulting Group lead 
a virtual presentation on the Master Plan Project (PROST!). She will provide the 
members with a copy of the presentation from today as well as all members are 
being encouraged to participate in outreach opportunities as well as they will be 
emailed links to all the mini polls after the meeting. Megan discussion what has 
been accomplished thus far and additional information about the upcoming timeline. 
She expects the project to wrap up by June 30, 2027. A copy of the presentation 
has been attached to the agenda packets online, as well as being emailed to 
members after the meeting. 

 
      G. COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT (COUNCILOR MARSHALL): Mike Marshall reported 

that Centro Cultural has given notice to the City of Forest Grove that effective 
December 31, 2026, they will no longer be operating the Forest Grove Senior & 
Community Center. More will be discussed on this topic during the Department 
Reports by staff. Councilor Marshall also mentioned that he has heard some great 
reports about Recreation programs this summer, both by participants as well as 
young staff working for the department. 
 

     H.  SCHOOL DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE REPORT (LINDA HARRINGTON): no 
report for this meeting, she’s focused on listening. 
 

      I. STUDENT ADVISOR REPORT (JULIAN GARFIAS): Julian reiterated some of the 
positive feedback he’s heard from high school staff on summer programming. 

  
      J. COMMISSION COMMUNICATIONS (JOE OFFER, CHAIRPERSON):  

1. Recap Parks Tour from June 10th: Joe suggested that conducting an annual tour 
might be a good option. 
 
2. Recap Boards & Commissions Annual Dinner from June 18th: Great event! Highly 
recommends attendance when you can, great opportunity to meet other community 
members. 
 
3. Recap Annual Awards and Annual Report from June 22nd: great turnout by our 
two volunteer recipient groups, pictures attached in packet. Council had positive 
response to our report. 
 
4. Policy facility tour – next meeting: it was suggested that potentially the next 
commission meeting be held at the police station to give members an opportunity to 
see facility with a tour as well. There was a discussion about optics on having 
commissions do this. Joe will work on figuring out the best option and let members 
know before the next meeting.  
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     K. STAFF COMMUNICATIONS: 
Department Report (July & August):  
1.  More information provided by Anne Lane regarding the announcement by Centro 
Cultural that they will no longer be operating the FGSCC. There are three potential 
options that will be discussed during a work session of City Council on August 24th 
at 5:45pm. 
 
2. Taxlot map: Anne reported about a recent acquisition of property near Kyle Park. 
These parcels were purchased through an auction and will expand the final footprint 
of the park. She also mentioned that through a program with Metro, the city will be 
receiving $200,000 in reimbursement for the purchase of these properties. 

  
     L.  ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEXT MEETING:  

 
Wednesday, September 9, 2026, at 7:00am in the Forest Room, City Hall, second 
floor, 1924 Council St., Forest Grove. After this meeting, there may be an 
opportunity, for those interested, in touring the police department facility. More 
information will be coming as the meeting gets closer. 
 

M. ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 8:07am. 
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September PROST Update 

PROST Steering Committee: 
MATRIX is assembling a PROST Steering Committee made up of key community partners consisting of local 
organizations and community representatives to help develop recommendations and discuss long-term goals 
and objectives for recreation and leisure opportunities in Forest Grove. 

Community Survey, City Council & Senior Center Update: 
MATRIX presented a PROST update to City Council during the August 24 work session, similar to the 
presentation provided to the Parks & Recreation Commission on August 12. The presentation reviewed initial 
community survey findings, emerging recommendations, and next steps in the planning process, along with 
proposed operating options for the Forest Grove Senior & Community Center following Centro Cultural’s 
departure at the end of the year. City Council unanimously supported Option 2, moving forward with a hybrid 
model in which Forest Grove Parks & Recreation operates the facility in partnership with nonprofit 
organizations. 

September Community Engagement: 
The next phase of the PROST process will focus heavily on more community outreach. MATRIX and City staff 
are coordinating opportunities throughout September to meet residents at existing events and gather additional 
input. Parks & Recreation Commissioners may have opportunities to participate in some of these 
outreaches as details are finalized. Potential outreach opportunities currently being coordinated include: 

Date Time Event / Opportunity Location / Partner 

Wed., Sept. 16 3–9 PM Farmers Market Adelante Mujeres 

Wed., Sept. 16 Evening High School Parent Night Forest Grove High School 

Wed., Sept. 16 Evening Civics Academy City of Forest Grove 

Thurs., Sept. 17 10:30 AM–1 PM Taste & See Local 19th & Birch 

Thurs., Sept. 17 11 AM–2 PM Senior & Community Center Lunch Meals on Wheels / Centro Cultural 

Thurs., Sept. 17 6 PM Bingo Night Zesti Food Carts 

Thurs., Sept. 17 7 PM High School Soccer Game Forest Grove High School 

Fri., Sept. 18 12–2 PM Senior & Community Center Food Pantry FGSCC 

Fri., Sept. 18 2–4 PM ESL Class & Library Outreach Goodwill Industries / Library 

Fri., Sept. 18 4–5 PM After-School Artists Library 

Fri., Sept. 18 4–8 PM FGCSS Monte Carlo Dinner Centro Cultural 

Sat., Sept. 19 9 AM–5 PM Harvest Festival Forest Grove/Cornelius Chamber 

Sat., Sept. 19 5–7 PM Sidewalk Chalk Art Festival Valley Art Gallery 
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PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2026 

 
  

PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 
Parks & Recreation Director – Anne Lane 
 

1. Eastside Park – Construction continues. Goal is to have the park open by mid-September. 
 

2. PROST! Master Plan – community outreach ramping up. 
 

3. Forest Grove Senior & Community Center – Council reached consensus that Parks & 
Recreation would take over operations and management effective January 1, 2027. Centro 
Cultural staff and City staff have begun meeting to coordinate details of a transition plan. 
 

4. Properties adjacent to Kyle Park that were purchased by auction in July have received 
$200,000 in acquisition reimbursement funding from Metro. After all fees were calculated, the 
total final purchase price for both parcels was $223,265.74. 
 

Parks Supervisor – Tom Martin 
 

1. Washington County Sheriff’s Office, Adults in Custody will be working with us on four dates 
in September. On one of those dates, they will pressure wash at the Police Station. They will be 
working with us on the 14th, 22nd, 23rd, and 29th. 
 

2. Volunteers from the Geocaching group will be assisting us by picking up litter on the Hwy 47 
trail in mid-September. 
 

3. Marble Tree Service will be removing three potentially hazardous trees in Thatcher Park. 
 
Aquatics Supervisor – Sherri Mead 
 

1. We have hired three more new lifeguards/potential swim instructors. We’re also excited to 
have several of our college student staff returning from summer breaks. 

2. The Aquatic Center has now transitioned to our Fall pool & aerobics scheduled as of August 
31st. It was early this year due to FGSD starting the school year off early. 

3. Fall Registration went well and there is limited availability remaining. That’s a curse and a 
blessing. We continue to look for opportunities to add a few additional classes. 

Recreation Coordinator – Cody Jeffers 
 

1. Camp Grove wrapped up its biggest summer on record, with 274 weekly registrations and 
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93 individual campers served. Registrations increased from 267 in 2025 and are now 66% 
higher than 2023, reflecting the continued growth of the program and families returning for 
multiple weeks. 

2. Park Flix wrapped up another successful series of free outdoor movies, averaging 
approximately 100 attendees each week, with around 150 attending our kickoff at the 
Aquatic Center alongside a free community swim. 

3. Our first Dash Paddle Bash pickleball tournament brought together 20 players across two 
divisions. The event received great community support, and we look forward to continuing to 
grow and develop the tournament into a unique annual recreation event. 

4. A huge THANK YOU to our summer sponsors and community partners! Wauna Credit 
Union sponsored Park Flix, with the Forest Grove Library providing free popcorn. Dash 
Paddle Bash was supported by The Elms Retirement Center, Forest Grove Ace Hardware, 
and First Community Credit Union, with additional prize donations from Frye’s Action 
Athletics, David Hill Vineyards & Winery, and Dauntless Wine Company. 

5. Fall registration is open, including a new approach to our school closure programming. No 
School Day Adventures will center each session around a unique field trip, with destinations 
such as the Tillamook Creamery, Portland Japanese Garden, and other regional attractions. 

Administrative Specialist II – Melissa Williams 
 

1. City website has been updated with all the Fall schedule changes but if you ever run across 
something on the website that doesn’t look accurate or you have a question about, don’t 
hesitate to reach out to me directly. 
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