
Forest Grove/Nyuzen Sister Cities Committee 
Meeting Minutes 

 
Meeting Date: May 17, 2023 

Meeting Location: Video Conference 

Members: Present:  

Nefedov, Larisa Chair 

Nowlin, Nicole Vice-Chair 

Anderson, Kermit Secretary 

Stenson, Doreen Treasurer 

Allen, Linda  

Beechwood III, John  

Unander, Sig  

Members Absent: Stapp, Azumi 

Guest: Pat Truax 

Others:  

Blackmun, Rich Absent 

Ruggles, Anna Staff Liaison 

Wenzl, Malynda Mayor, Liaison 

 
1. Call to Order 

 Meeting was called to order at 5:02 p.m. by Nefedov.  Due to COVID-19 the meeting 

was held via Zoom conferencing. 

 

2. Quorum Yes 

 

3. Minutes 

 Minutes from the April 19, 2023, meeting were distributed and reviewed.  Corrections to 

financial report made. 

Motion: moved by Beechwood, seconded by Stenson to approve the minutes as 

corrected.  Motion carried. 

 

4. Financial Report Treasurer Stenson 

 a. SCC Account balance is $6067.84. 

b. SCC Bottle Drop account is $181.10. 

c. The above balances reflect $1500.00 cashed out from the Bottle Drop account 

and deposited in the general fund. 

 

5. Liaison Reports a. City (Ruggles) 

 Ruggles reports that she will be taking a medical retirement from her position as City 

Recorder.  Her last day of work will be Friday, July 28, 2023.  She further reported that 

the city has hired a program coordinator but SCC duties are not yet defined. 

 



  b. Chamber (Wenzl) 

 No report due to time constraint. 

 

6. Subcommittees Updates—Latin American (Nefedov) 

  No report 

 

7. New Business None 

  

8. Old Business a. Adult Delegation to Nyuzen 

 1) Details of the extended discussion of the adult delegation are provided by 

Ruggles under separate cover.  Topics discussed include delegate list, lodgings 

in Nyuzen (hotel vs. host family), airline carriers (Japan Air chosen).  Ruggles 

also shared a tentative schedule of events when in Nyuzen. 

2) Tentative orientation date for delegates is Wednesday, July 19, 2023, at Black 

Dog Bar and Grill.  This event will also honor Anna Ruggles for her years of 

service to the city of Forest Grove and her special work on behalf of the SCC. 

3) Beechwood III updated the SCC on his work creating a gift from the citizens of 

Forest Grove to Nyuzen honoring their 70th anniversary. 

4) Ruggles informed the prospective delegates of the availability of various items for 

use as gifts to Nyuzen hosts. 

5) Pat Truax reminded SCC that past delegations have performed skits, songs, and 

poems for the hosts at the welcome dinner in Nyuzen.  Pat suggested offline 

discussion to decide on appropriate presentations. 

 

  b. Student Delegation to Forest Grove 

 1) The Nyuzen students’ visit is scheduled October 28-November 1. 

2) Host families are needed.  Mayor Wenzl will approach her teacher colleagues 

and Ruggles mentioned several publicity outlets for recruiting host families. 

 

9. Next Meeting(s) Wednesday, June 14, 2023 5:00 pm.  In person City Auditorium 

10. Adjournment Meeting adjourned at 6:26 pm. 

 


