
Agenda 5/19/2021 

ZOOM Meeting  

1. Call to Order: (do we have a quorum) 

2. Additions/Deletions: 

3. Approval of Minutes: 

4. Financial Report: Doreen 

5. Liaison Reports: (As applicable) 

i) Chamber-Tim is absent 

ii) City-Anna 

6. Subcommittee: Latin Subcommittee - the Sister City of Interest Subcommittee actons-

Nicole/John 

7. Old Business:  

i) Student delegation-December 2021 (update on their next visit, update from Mayor?)-Anna 

ii) Adult Delegation To Nyuzen 2021-canceled for 2021 

iii) Digital data storage for pictures-purchased will arrive soon 

8. New Business: 

i) Update on Farmer’s Market-Azumi 

ii) Report from meeting with the Executive Director of the Chamber-Azumi/Larisa 

(1) Brochure for the chamber 

iii) Pictures and input on who we are for the chamber newsletter-Azumi 

iv) New Email Address (fgcscc.info@gmail.com) 

v) Review of Operation Handbook-Azumi  

9. Next Meeting 

i) Date  

ii) Time 

iii) Location 

10. Adjournment 
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May 17, 2021 

 

The Honorable Haruhito Sasajima 

Mayor, Town of Nyuzen 

3255 Nyuzen Nyuzen-machi 

Toyama Prefecture 939-0693 JAPAN 

 

Dear Mayor Sasajima: 

 

I hope this letter finds you well, along with the people of Nyuzen. Thank for your letter and update on the 

status of your Country.  Most importantly, the citizens of Nyuzen and Forest Grove must stay healthy and 

safe.  

 

As you anticipated, I am informing you that Forest Grove is obligated to cancel the adult delegation visit to 

Nyuzen, due to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic barring foreign nationalities from visiting Japan. In 

addition, the Sister Cities Committee has asked me to inform you that they are obligated to cancel the Nyuzen 

student delegation visit in the fall as it poses serious concerns for the delegates and host families, especially 

if the statewide travel advisory is still under a 14-day quarantine for anyone flying into Oregon.  

 

Below is an overview of our current situation:  

 City of Forest Grove remains under a State of Emergency Declaration.  

 Washington County is among 10 counties that moved back into the “high” risk category. Capacity 

limits for businesses, gatherings and additional activities are based on current activity by risk level.  

Social gatherings are limited to indoor six (6) and outdoor eight (8).  

 Washington County submitted a Vaccine Equity Plan to the Governor's Office. The plan outlines their 

commitment to close the vaccination equity gap among communities of color and other underserved 

community members. If the Governor approves the plan and Washington County reaches 65% of 

people ages 16+ with at least one vaccination, our County can move back to the lower-risk category. 

As of today (Monday, May 17), the County had reached that level and was scheduled to be placed in 

the medium level. General vaccine supplies have yet to keep pace with demand. The recovery phased 

reopening plan is a county-by-county evaluation process. Even when Washington County moves to a 

recovery reopening plan, the County will need to continue remaining at a lower-risk category for an 

extended amount of time, which is still unknown.   

 

On another note and as difficult as it is to mention, it has been one year since Sandy Garcia passed away. She 

died on March 7, 2020. Her husband, Jose, has been unable to hold a memorial service due to COVID 

prohibition of such gatherings.  It is also with sadness that I report to you that Kazuko Ikeda’s husband passed 

away earlier this year.   

 

On a much happier note, Forest Grove will be celebrating its 150th Year Anniversary next year. The City was 

incorporated on October 5, 1872.  Next year on October 5, we will celebrate our sesquicentennial, marking 

150 years as a city, making it the oldest city in what is now Washington County. More information will be 

sent to you once the formal plans are set and invitations will be sent.   
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Finally, it is my firm belief that the bonds of friendship and mutual understanding between Forest Grove and 

the Town of Nyuzen for 33 years will remain unchanged. I share with you my hope for happiness, good health 

and prosperity to the citizens and staff of the Town of Nyuzen.   

 

My best regards to you,  

 

 
Peter B. Truax, Mayor 

City of Forest Grove 


